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Career development is not a straight line. You may move through the Career Design Cycle multiple times as your 
interests evolve, opportunities emerge, and goals change. The goal is not to find one perfect path—it is to 
continually design a meaningful future. 

 
 
EXPLORE — Awareness + Possibility 
Key Question: What interests me? 

☐ Identify interests, values, strengths, and skills 

☐ Explore potential career paths, industries, and 
opportunities 

☐ Review Career Options Handouts related to 
your interests 

☐ Attend a career event, workshop, panel, or 
guest speaker presentation 

☐ Learn from professionals through Career 
Conversations, job shadows, videos, or podcasts 

☐ Identify 2–3 future possibilities you would like 
to explore further 

 
 
BUILD — Skills + Identity 
Key Question: What am I becoming? 

☐ Develop technical, creative, and professional 
skills through coursework and experiences 

☐ Identify and articulate transferable skills gained 
through your major 

☐ Create or update your professional platform 
(LinkedIn, portfolio, website, etc.) 

☐ Complete a Future Pathways Worksheet 

☐ Participate in a student organization, project, 
production, ensemble, exhibition, or leadership 
experience 

☐ Conduct at least one Career Conversation with 
an alumnus or professional 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPLY — Experience + Direction 
Key Question: What fits? 

☐ Complete an experiential learning activity 
(internship, practicum, research, project, 
production, performance, exhibition, etc.) 

☐ Volunteer, freelance, or gain experience related 
to your interests 

☐ Expand your professional network through 
Career Conversations and industry engagement 

☐ Reflect on what you are learning about your 
interests, strengths, and goals 

☐ Refine your Future Pathways based on real-
world experiences 

☐ Identify organizations, employers, clients, 
collaborators, or graduate programs that interest 
you 

 
 
LAUNCH — Connection + Opportunity 
Key Question: What's next? 

☐ Develop a list of target organizations, 
employers, clients, collaborators, or graduate 
programs 

☐ Refine your resume, portfolio, website, 
LinkedIn profile, or application materials 

☐ Continue building relationships through Career 
Conversations and networking 

☐ Practice interviewing and professional 
communication skills 

☐ Apply for employment, internships, graduate 
school, freelance work, fellowships, auditions, 
exhibitions, or other opportunities 

☐ Communicate your skills, experiences, and 
value with confidence 
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As you work through this checklist, consider how these activities might look within your area of study. Examples 
within your department are provided below. For additional ideas, review the Career Options Handouts and 
department-specific career resources. 

 
 
DEPARTMENT OF ART 

Explore 
□ Review careers in Art or Art 
Education 

□ Attend an artist talk, 
gallery lecture, or museum 
event 

□ Explore portfolios of 
professional artists and 
designers 
 

Build 
□ Create or update an artist 
portfolio 

□ Participate in a studio 
project 

□ Develop an online 
presence for your work 
 

Apply 
□ Submit work to an 
exhibition 

□ Complete a 
commissioned project 

□ Volunteer with an arts 
organization 
 

Launch 
□ Apply for artist 
residencies, internships, 
galleries, or creative 
opportunities 

□ Conduct Career 
Conversations with artists, 
curators, or creative 
professionals 
 

 
 
SCHOOL OF COMMUNICATIONS 

Explore 
□ Review careers in 
Advertising, Journalism & 
Sports Media, Media & 
Society, or Public Relations 

□ Research careers in 
journalism, advertising, PR, 
sports media, or media 
studies 

□ Attend a communications 
industry panel 
 

Build 
□ Create a portfolio of 
writing, media, or campaign 
work 

□ Develop your LinkedIn 
profile 

□ Join a communications 
student organization 
 

Apply 
□ Publish content 

□ Complete a media project 
or campaign 

□ Conduct Career 
Conversations with Alumni 
 

Launch 
□ Apply for internships with 
media organizations, 
agencies, nonprofits, or 
corporations 

□ Build a target employer list 
 

 
 
DEPARTMENT OF DANCE 

Explore 
□ Review careers related to 
performance, choreography, 
education, arts 
administration, wellness, or 
community engagement 

□ Attend a dance 
performance, guest artist 
residency, workshop, or 
conference 

□ Explore the career 
journeys of professional 
dancers, choreographers, 
and arts leaders 

Build 
□ Develop technical, 
creative, and collaborative 
dance skills 

□ Create a portfolio, 
performance reel, teaching 
portfolio, or professional 
website 

□ Participate in student 
performances, productions, 
or leadership opportunities 
 

Apply 
□ Perform, choreograph, 
teach, or assist with a 
production 

□ Volunteer with a dance 
organization, community 
arts program, or festival 

□ Conduct Career 
Conversations with dance 
professionals and alumni 
 

Launch 
□ Apply for performance 
opportunities, internships, 
festivals, teaching positions, 
or graduate programs 

□ Develop professional 
materials including a 
resume, portfolio, reel, or 
audition package 
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DEPARTMENT OF DESIGN 

Explore 
□ Review careers related to 
Animation, Graphic Design, 
Illustration, Photography, or 
UX/UI design 

□ Attend a design lecture, 
portfolio review, workshop, 
or conference 

□ Explore the work of 
professional designers and 
design firms 
 

Build 
□ Create or refine your 
portfolio 

□ Develop proficiency with 
industry tools, technologies, 
and design processes 

□ Participate in design 
projects, competitions, or 
student organizations 
 

Apply 
□ Complete client projects, 
internships, freelance work, 
or design research 

□ Conduct usability testing, 
user research, or prototype 
development 

□ Conduct Career 
Conversations with 
designers and alumni 

Launch 
□ Apply for internships, 
design positions, graduate 
programs, or entrepreneurial 
opportunities 

□ Refine your portfolio, 
resume, LinkedIn profile, 
and personal brand 
 

 
 
SCHOOL OF MUSIC 

Explore 
□ Review careers related to 
performance, education, 
composition, conducting, 
production, administration, 
or entrepreneurship 

□ Attend performances, 
masterclasses, 
conferences, or guest artist 
events 

□ Learn about the career 
journeys of musicians and 
music professionals 
 

Build 
□ Develop technical, 
creative, leadership, and 
teaching skills 

□ Create performance 
recordings, a professional 
portfolio, website, or 
LinkedIn profile 

□ Participate in ensembles, 
productions, research, or 
teaching experiences 
 

Apply 
□ Perform, teach, compose, 
arrange, record, conduct, or 
produce music 

□ Gain experience through 
community engagement, 
freelance work, or 
internships 

□ Conduct Career 
Conversations with alumni 
and music professionals 
 

Launch 
□ Apply for auditions, 
internships, teaching 
positions, graduate 
programs, festivals, 
fellowships, or professional 
opportunities 

□ Develop professional 
materials including 
recordings, resumes, 
portfolios, and audition 
materials 
 

 
 
DEPARTMENT OF THEATRE & FILM 

Explore 
□ Review careers related to 
performance, filmmaking, 
production, education, arts 
administration, and 
entertainment 

□ Attend productions, 
screenings, festivals, guest 
artist events, or industry 
panels 

□ Explore the career 
journeys of theatre and film 
professionals 

Build 
□ Develop artistic, 
technical, storytelling, and 
collaborative skills 

□ Create a portfolio, reel, 
website, or professional 
profile 

□ Participate in productions, 
films, student organizations, 
or leadership experiences 
 

Apply 
□ Perform, direct, write, 
produce, edit, design, teach, 
or assist with productions 

□ Gain experience through 
internships, festivals, 
community projects, or 
freelance work 

□ Conduct Career 
Conversations with alumni 
and industry professionals 

Launch 
□ Apply for auditions, 
internships, production 
opportunities, graduate 
programs, festivals, 
fellowships, or professional 
positions 

□ Refine your resume, 
portfolio, reel, website, and 
professional network 
 

 


